
Summary of PFBC’s Activities in 2023

Brian C. Niewinski
12/5/2023

Mission:  To protect, conserve, and enhance the Commonwealth’s aquatic resources and   
provide fishing and boating opportunities  



Outline

Hatchery Operations
Biomonitoring
Plans for 2024



 Seasonal facility since 1976 (April–June)
 Research culture & tagging techniques
 Intensive Fish Culture 
 Normal Staff: (1) Fisheries Biologist, (5) Wage 

Van Dyke Hatchery - Overview
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W. Parson



2023 Hatchery Operations - Eggs
 Potomac River – USFWS Strip Spawn

 Collections 4/27 - 5/16, 9 shipments (3.8 million eggs), 31.6% live 
 Contract collection thru 2024

 Susquehanna River 
 Tank spawning 

discontinued
 No plans to restart

 Delaware River – PFBC Strip Spawn 
 No Collections in 2023



2023 Hatchery Operations – Egg Shipments



2023 Hatchery Operations - Stocking

 No out of the ordinary mortality, Hatchery Survival 86.8%



2023 Hatchery Operations - OTC
 OTC Tag Retention, 100% ???

 7 tanks w/ OTC day 6 (Juniata River)



2023 Biomonitoring
 Samples have been prepared but not looked at yet

 Daryl Pierce and Cooper Barshinger will be assisting

 Equipment will be picked up in mid-December



Future PFBC Activities 
Will continue Van Dyke operations in 2024

Very similar to 2023 operations

Planning to relocate hatchery operations

PFBC’s Huntsdale SFH near Carlisle, PA



Questions?
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